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SUBJECT: OPPOSITION LEADERS ATTACK EMERGENCY 

1 . ONE OF OUR POLITICAL ASSISTANTS ATTENDED A PUBLIC MEETING 
LAST NIGHT IN CONNECTION WITH THE UNVEILING OF A STATUS OF 
KAMARAJ, WHICH WAS PERFORMED BY GUJARAT CHIEF MINISTER BABUBHAI 
PATEL. CHIEF MINISTER KARUNANIDHI PRESIDED. FOLLOWING ARE SOME 

OF THE REMARKS MADE BY VARIOUS SPEAKERS WHICH WERE NOT RPT NOT 
REPORTED IN PRESS ACCOUNTS OF THE EVENT. 

2. BABUBHAI PATEL SAID: "AFTER 27 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE WE ARE 

NOW IN A DIFFICULT SITUATION WHERE WE ARE DEVOID OF CIVIL LIB- 
ERTIES. IN THE GRIM SITUATION OF TODAY THERE ARE ONLY TWO RAYS 
OF HOPE - TAMIL NADU AND GUJARAT. IN THESE TWO STATES THE BANNER 
OF FREEDOM IS STILL FLYING ALOFT. THESE TWO STATES ARE LIKE OASES 
IN A DESERT. HERE AT LEAST THERE IS FREEDOM TO HOLD MEETINGS AND FRE- 
EDOM TO SPEAK PUBLICLY AGAINST THE CONGRESS (R) RULE. 

BUT THE FUNCTIONING OF THESE TWO NON-CONGRESS (R) STATES IS NOT 
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PARTIAL. SOME DAYS AGO I MADE A STATEMENT IN GUJARAT STATE 
ASSEMBLY CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE FOR MAINTAINING 
PEACE. BUT THIS WAS NOT ALLOWED TO BE PUBLISHED BY THE CENSORING 
AUTHORITIES BY THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

EVERY STUPID STATEMENT MADE BY CONGRESS (R) LEADERS FINDS FULL 
DISPLAY IN THE NEWSPAPERS. ALL INDIA RADIO ALSO HAS BECOME VERY 
PARTIAL. ON OCTOBER 31, 1975 I WANTED TO SPEAK ON THE AIR ABOUT 
LATE SARDAR PATEL IN CONNECTION WITH HIS BIRTH CENTENARY. BUT 
I WAS NOT GIVEN PERMISSION. IS THIS DEMOCRACY? WHEN OUR LEADERS 
FOUGHT FOR FREEDOM THEY DID NOT WANT A WHITE RULER TO BE 
REPLACED BY A BROWN RULER.. .WE SHOULD RESTORE DEMOCRACY IN INDIA 
AND IT IS FOR THIS THAT WE ARE NOW STRUGGLING." 

3. CPM LEADER P. RAMAMURTHY SAID: "KAMARAJ DID NOT BECOME A 
LEADER OVERNIGHT AS SOMEBODY IS BEING GROOMED TO BECOME A LEADER 
NOW* HE DID NOT BECOME A LEADER AS THE SON OF A BIG PERSON* 

BUT KAMARAJ BECAME A LEADER BY HIS DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE POOR... 
NOW SOME CONGRESS (R) LEADERS ARE ALLEGING THAT THERE ARE CIA 
AGENTS IN INDIA, BUT WHO HELPED THE US? IT IS MRS GANDHI'S CONGRESS 
PARTY. MRS GANDHI'S GOVERNMENT DEVALUED THE INDIAN RUPEE SOME YEARS 
AGO JUST TO GET THE US AID. THE PRIME MINISTER AND HER MINISTERIAL 
COLLEAGUES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR INVITING US MULTI-NATIONAL CORPOR 
ATIONS TO INDIA.. .NOW CONGRESS (R) LEADERS SAY THEY ARE ANTI- 
FASCIST. BUT IT IS MRS GANDHI WHO IS TREADING THE PATH OF FASCISM BY 
IMPOSING DICTATORSHIP. CIVIL LIBERTIES ARE CURBED, CENSORSHIP IS 
RIGID AND DISCRIMINATORY AND OPPOSITION PARTIES ARE NOT ALLOWED TO 
FUNCTION FREELY. WHERE IS FREEDOM IN THE COUNTRY TODAY?... THE 
PRIME MINISTER AND OTHERS CLAIM THAT THE EMERGENCY HAS BROUGHT 
DISCIPLINE. IF DISCIPLINE HAS COME, THEN WHY CONTINUE EMERGENCY? 

BUT EMERGENCY HAS NOT BROUGHT DISCIPLINE EVEN TO CONGRESS (R) 

PARTY. LOOK AT UTTAR PRADESH. THE BAHUGUNA MINISTRY FELL BECAUSE 
OF IN FIGHTING IN THE CONGRESS (R)... THIS KIND OF ONE-PARTY 
DICTATORSHIP SHOULD NOT BE TOLERATED. DEMOCRACY SHOULD BE RESTORED 
IN THE COUNTRY. LET US BE PREPARED TO FIGHT FOR ACHIEVING THIS 
END. LET THE PEOPLE OF TAMIL NADU JOIN TOGETHER AND COME FORWARD 
TO END THIS DICTATORSHIP." 

4. BLD LEADER DR SANTHOSHAM SAID: "DEMOCRACY IS BEING SLAUGHTERED 
IN INDIA AND IT IS TIME WE DID SOMETHING TO END THIS." 
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5. TNCC(O) SECRETARY DHANDAYDHAPANI SAID: "TIRUCHI CONFERENCE 
OF TNCC-0 (ANTI-MERGER GROUP) WAS A BIG SUCCESS. ONE OF 

OUR IMPORTANT DECISIONS TWEN#THERE WAS TO ORGANIZE A STIR 
ON FEBRUARY 23 TO DEMW#HOLDING OF ELECTIONS ACCORDING TO SCHEDULE. 

ON THAT DAY CONGRESS (O) MEMBERS ALL OVER TAMIL NADU WILL COME 
FORWARD LIKE WAVES DEMANDING TO HOLD ELECTIONS. NEXT COURSE OF 
ACTION WILL BE MADE KNOWN LATER. THIS IMPORTANT DECISION WAS 
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CENSORED." 

6. CHIEF MINISTER KARUNANIDHI SAID: "CENSORSHIP IN TAMIL NADU 
ALSO IS VERY DISCRIMINATORY. EVEN MY STATEMENTS ARE NOT PUBLISHED 
FULLY SEVERAL TIMES. MY REPLY TO SIDDARTHA SHANKAR RAY'S CRIT- 
ISISM WAS NOT ALLOWED TO BE FULLY PUBLISHED. IT IS NOT A DEMOCRACY 
IF OPPOSITION PARTIES ARE NOT ALLOWED TO FUNCTION FREELY AS IVOR 
JENNINGS S AID. . .HOWEVER.IN THE PRESENT SITUATION, RECENTLY SOME 
HOPE IS EMERGING. KASHMIR SHEIK ABDULLA HAS CALLED FOR RESTOR- 
ATION OF NORMALCY. THE DECISION TAKEN AT THE ALL-INDIA ACHARYA 
SAMMELAN AT PAUNAR ALSO IS A WELCOME TREND." 

EAVES UNQUOTE 
SCHNEIDER 

NOTE BY OC/T: #AS RECEIVED. 
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